
 

 

“Lord, the one you love is ill” (John 11:13)  
 
In today’s Gospel, the scene depicting this humble family from 
Bethany is a sad one. This family, which has shown much hospitality 
to Jesus, is confronted with the death of Lazarus, one of its members. 
When Lazarus becomes ill, his sisters, Martha and Mary, send word 
to Jesus: “Lord, the one whom you love is ill.” When our Lord receives 
this message, He replies, “This illness will not end in death. It has 
come for the glory of God, to bring glory to the Son of God” (Jn.11:4). 
The text does not inform us how the sisters send their message to 
Jesus; at that time, they will probably send a messenger, while today 
we have a number of options. Their message is short, clear and to 
the point. This is the most effective form of prayer and corresponds 
to what Jesus teaches us about prayer in Matthew’s Gospel: “And 
when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the 
Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many 
words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask Him” (Matthew 6:7-8). We can see this form of short 
and effective prayer in Our Blessed Mother’s request at the wedding 
at Cana: “Jesus’ mother said to Him, ‘They have no more wine’” 
(John 2:3). Jesus Himself prays in this short and direct form during 
His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Father, if you are willing, 
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done” ( Luke 
22:42). 
In the short and direct prayer of the sisters of Lazarus, they call Him 
Lord. By calling Him Lord they recognize His divinity and authority. 
They appeal to His Love and leave it to His decision to do what is 
best.  
Before Jesus arrives at Bethany, Lazarus is already dead. One might 
ask, why did He delay? When Jesus arrives He sees Mary and 
Martha crying, mourning the death of their brother, He also weeps. 
This is typical of Jesus, for as a Latin adage says, Ubi dolor, ubi 
Christus (“Where there is sorrow, there is Jesus”). He identifies with 
all human conditions. So Jesus asks, “Where have you buried him?” 
In contradiction to Martha’s conviction that it is now too late, that all 
hope is lost since he must after all have decomposed, Jesus asks for 



 

 

the stone to be rolled away and calls in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!”  
Andrew of Crete, one of the Eastern Church Fathers, gave a homily 
about the raising of Lazarus which is written in a kind of song form: 
“Lazarus, come out! As a friend, I am calling you, as Lord I am 
commanding you…come out!…Let the stench of your body prove the 
resurrection. Let the burial linen be undone so that they can 
recognize the one who was put in the tomb. Come out!……Come out 
of the tomb! Teach them how all creation will be enlivened in a 
moment when the trumpet’s voice proclaims the resurrection of the 
dead.” 
The mood in our world today could be likened to the situation in this 
story: the growing number of infections and deaths, the empty cities 
and streets.This continues to create fear and panic across the globe. 
But it has also opened the door to our resilience, creativity and 
solidarity. In the Gospel story, the sisters of Lazarus send their 
message to Christ, but the text does not tell us what else they did to 
save the life of their brother. My guess is that they might have tried 
all possible medical options available to them which unfortunately did 
not work. The only thing that works is their invitation to Jesus even 
though He delayed His coming. When Jesus comes, for the family it 
is too late, and yet the story changes. Their brother Lazarus is raised 
to life again! Fulton Sheen puts it correctly: “God’s delays are 
mysterious; sorrow is sometimes prolonged for the same reason for 
which it was sent. Heaven’s clock is different from ours”. 
 
There is something all Christians, all believers in Christ, owe the 
world at this time. Beyond the incredible efforts of doctors, nurses 
and health workers working day and night to rescue people; beyond 
the efforts of scientists working round the clock to develop a vaccine; 
beyond the efforts of governments to slow down the rate of infection, 
we must not neglect the power of prayer. We should send word to 
Jesus at once. This is what the two sisters of Lazarus did for their 
brother. The words of their prayer are “Lord, the one you love is ill”. 
We pray at this time: “Lord, the world You created and love and 
redeemed by Your blood is ill.” This is the time to pray persistently, 
invoking His love just as Martha and Mary did. 



 

 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux wrote in her autobiography: “For me, prayer is 
a surge of the heart, it is a simple look turned towards Heaven, it is a 
cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.” 
If we consider these words carefully, she says that prayer is a surge 
of the heart, a simple look towards Heaven, but it is also a cry of 
recognition and of love. It is a recognition of God in our lives, in our 
daily activities, it is a cry of recognition that God is our creator, it is a 
recognition of His love. We recognize that God is in control and that 
He is trustworthy and wants a relationship with us. In most cases we 
refuse to acknowledge this due to human arrogance. We refuse to 
recognize His divinity and authority over us. In most cases we ascribe 
all powers to ourselves. In most cases too we move away from His 
love and will in pursuit of our own will and desire.  
 
At the heart of prayer is repentance. Scripture states clearly that “if 
the people who are called by my name will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven…and heal their land”(2 Chronicles 7:14). 
We are invited to become reconciled with God and with one another. 
Let humanity return back to God’s love, let us trust His love. No other 
place is secure except in His love. In His love we conquer every fear, 
in His love we have victory over death, for nothing can separate us 
from the love of God. 
Now that we are compelled by the present situation to stay at home, 
let us use our homes as altars were the “smoke of incense” which is 
prayer will continue to rise up to Heaven. Let us open our hearts to 
this surge of the heart and the windows of our houses for a simple 
look towards heaven.  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “the Christian 
family is the first place of education in prayer. Based on the 
sacrament of marriage, the family is the domestic Church where 
God’s children learn to pray ‘as the Church’ and to persevere in 
prayer” (CCC 2685). 
The best place of prayer today is in our families and homes. Any other 
place is a virtual space. But your home is the domestic Church. As 
we join Christians all over the world in audio-virtual prayer spaces, 
let us not neglect the real space in our homes, let us not neglect our 



 

 

family prayer. I encourage you husbands and wives and children to 
be united in prayer. I know that prayer is possible in an atmosphere 
of love, so please make sure true love exists in your homes. This is 
the time to deepen your love for one another, for siblings to get 
connected with one another, to be one family united in love and 
prayer. Please also remember your friends, old-time friends, church 
community members and extended relatives. Make a phone call to 
them, showing care and solidarity.  
When Jesus comes he will restore everything to His glory. Come Lord 
Jesus, the world you love is ill. Amen. 
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